KINGDOM RELATIONSHIPS
May 11, 2025 // Matthew 5:38-42 // Dr. Ron Jones

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 3° But
| say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right
cheek, turn to him the other also. “° And if anyone would sue you and take your
tunic, let him have your cloak as well. ' And if anyone forces you to go one mile,
go with him two miles. %> Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse

the one who would borrow from you.” MATTHEW 5:38-42

The Law of Retaliation
Life shall be for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

DEUTERONOMY 19:21; EXODUS 21:24, LEVITICUS 4:20

“Eye for an eye” (lex talionis in Latin) was not originally about

but rather about limiting

e “Do not resist” does not justify

e “Do not resist” does not mean Christians are




A Counter-Cultural Response

1. Do not

“But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.” MATTHEW
5:39b ESV

“If | said something wrong, testify as to what is wrong. But if | spoke the truth,
why did you strike me?" JOHN 18:22-23 ESV

When they hurled their insults at [Jesus], he did not retaliate; when he suffered,

he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.
1 PETER 2:23 ESV

2. Surprise others with your

“And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as

well.” MATTHEW 5:40 ESV

3. Do more than

“And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.” MATTHEW 5:41

4. Live

“Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would
borrow from you.” MATTHEW 5:42 ESV



