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READ What Is the Gospel? BY DR. RON JONES 

“Extra! Extra! Read all about it!”  
 
A generation ago, news came slowly via 
daily newspapers, radio, and half-hour 
nightly news broadcasts aired by one of 
three television networks. Then came 
the era of 24-hour cable news, followed 
by social media and other digital 
platforms delivering news at the speed 
of one’s fingertips. Tweet and text are 
new words in our vocabulary, and now 
everyone is a journalist with an opinion! 
Anytime and anywhere we can find out 
what’s happening in the world. But let’s 
be honest: these days, most news is 
bad news and it weighs heavily upon us. 
 
By contrast, the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is always good news. It 
always has been and always will be 
good news, especially in an increasingly 
dark and despairing world. However, the 
gospel is good news for reasons you 
might not be aware. 
  
The word gospel means “good news” 
and appears nearly 100 times in the 
New Testament, translated from the 
Greek word euaggelion, from which we 
get our English words evangelist, 
evangel, and evangelical. The gospel is 
refreshingly good news in a world full of 
toxic, unrelenting bad news. But it is 
also good news in light of the bad news 
about us found in the pages of 
Scripture. The Bible says “all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
and that “the wages of sin is death” 

(Romans 3:23, 6:23a). Furthermore, 
“the heart is deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked; who can 
understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). The 
biblical diagnosis of the human heart 
and, thus, our spiritual condition is not 
good. Reading the Bible with any 
measure of honesty is like receiving 
news from an oncologist that we have 
stage four cancer. However, we are not 
sick and in need of self-help medication; 
we are sinners – “dead in your 
trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1) – 
and in need of a Savior who can 
resurrect us to new life. 
 
But God did not leave us without a 
remedy. Planned before the foundation 
of the world and out of His great love for 
us, God sent His one and only Son 
Jesus to purchase our salvation through 
His death on the cross so that we would 
not perish but have eternal life (John 
3:16; Romans 6:23b). The facts of the 
gospel are indisputable. In his first letter 
to the Corinthians, Paul writes, “For I 
delivered to you as of first importance 
what I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures” (1 
Corinthians 15:3-4). 
 
The impact of the gospel on our lives 
individually and upon the world globally 
is unmatched. The apostle Paul 
declared, “For I am not ashamed of the 
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gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek” 
(Romans 1:16). That means the gospel 
is a bold message in which we have 
confidence, a powerful message 
because it is God’s, and a saving 
message because it is the only one that 
can rescue us from the penalty of sin 
and truly transform the human heart. 
The gospel is also a universal message 
because it is available to all who believe 
and a unifying message because it 
brings together otherwise hostile 
ethnicities.  
 
Every generation must fight for the 
purity of the gospel. Jude says we must 
“contend for the faith that was once for 
all delivered to the saints.” He warns 
that some people creep into the church 
to pervert the grace of God and deny 
the Lord Jesus Christ. For this reason, 
the church must always stand ready to 
defend the gospel like a heavyweight 

champion contenting for another boxing 
title. Though the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is at least two thousand 
years old, and allusions to it date back 
to the third chapter of Genesis, there is 
no guarantee, humanly speaking, that 
the gospel will survive to the next 
generation. A period of time in church 
history known as the Dark Ages is proof 
of this. Therefore, the church must 
believe it, proclaim it, protect it, live it out 
in our daily lives, and carefully transfer 
the stewardship of the gospel to the next 
generation, all the while remembering 
that Jesus said, “I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it” (Matthew 16:18). 
 
The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is 
enough to save us from the penalty, 
power, and presence of sin. It makes 
me want to shout, “Extra! Extra! Read all 
about! Read, believe, and respond by 
faith today! 

 

REFLECT by answering questions. 

1. List some ways the gospel is “good news” to you and to all who believe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. From the list below, place a check next to the Christian doctrines that are essential 

to the gospel message and, therefore, non-negotiable.  
 

o The deity of Jesus Christ 
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o The substitutionary atonement of Jesus Christ 
o Salvation by God’s grace and faith in Jesus Christ alone 
o The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ 
o The second coming of Jesus Christ 
o All of the above 

 
 
 
 
3. Read Romans 5:1-11 and list some of the benefits of the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Read Galatians 1:6-9. What does Paul mean by a “different gospel?” How can you 

avoid being seduced by a different gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Read Romans 1:16 and Ephesians 6:18-20. If the apostle Paul was “not ashamed of 

the gospel,” why did he need boldness when proclaiming it? Why is it hard to 
proclaim the gospel boldly today? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Read Ephesians 2:8-10 and James 2:14-26. Are we saved by good works or for 
 good works? Are Paul and James in conflict? Explain. 
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RECORD your thoughts.  
Use this space to journal your thoughts or verbalize a prayer to God. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

REVIEW by taking a quiz. 
This quiz draws from content delivered in the video plus this study guide. 
 
1. Biblical salvation is the result of God’s grace alone, through faith alone, and in Jesus 
 Christ alone.  T   F 
 
2. Justification means I have been delivered from the power of sin over my life.  T   F 
 
3. The fact that God is satisfied with the payment that was made by Jesus on the cross 
 for our sins is called what? 
 

o Redemption 
o Justification 
o Propitiation 
o Sanctification 

 
4. Sanctification is … 
 

o Progressive 
o Regressive 
o Positional 
o A one-time experience that makes us perfect 

 
 



Starting Point Study Guide 
	

	 5	

5. Everyone who is truly saved and justified will be glorified in heaven.  T   F 
 
6. The doctrine of the second coming of Jesus Christ is essential to our understanding 
 of the gospel?  T   F 
 
7. Jesus died on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and to satisfy the holy and 
 righteous demands of God’s law.  T   F 
 
8. The Reformer Martin Luther was right to throw out the book of James because it 
 conflicts with the idea that salvation is not by works.  T   F 
 

RECALL the memory verse.  
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. Psalm 119:11 KJV 
 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them. Ephesians 2:8-10  
 
SCRIPTURE MEMORY TIPS 
 
1. Write the verse on a 3x5 card and carry around with you. 
2. Read it throughout the day and several times before you go to bed at night. 
3. Say it aloud to yourself. Record it on your smart phone and play it back to yourself. 
4. Write it out several times. 
5. Find a partner and recite the verse to each other. 
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Answers to Quiz 
 
1. T 
2. F 
3. Propitiation 
4. Progressive 
5. T 
6. F 
7. T 
8. F 
 
Unless otherwise noted, Scripture 
quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The 
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 
 
Starting Point: A Disciple’s First 
Steps 
Copyright © 2018 Ron Jones, All rights 
reserved. 
Something Good Publishing 
Ron Jones Ministries 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23456 
www.somethinggoodradio.org 
 
Permissions 
You are permitted and encouraged to 
reproduce and distribute these notes in 
physical form, in its entirety or in 

unaltered excerpts, as long as you do 
not charge a fee. For posting online, 
please use only unaltered excerpts (not 
the content in its entirety) and provide a 
hyperlink to the specific resource 
located at SomethingGoodRadio.org. 
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